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MARILLAC, THE BLESSED LOUISE   DE5  FOUNDRESS OF
THE SISTERS OF CHARITY OF ST VINCENT OF PAUL
(1591-1660)
JUST as it is almost impossible to think of Adam Smith without recalling
the Wealth of Nations^ or of George Stephenson, and not at once
picturing the railway-engine, so the name of Louise de Marillac remains
for ever associated with the Grey Sisters, those " Angels of Mercy," who
ever since their formal establishment in 1633, have given to solid works
of corporeal mercy a touch of the dramatic in the fever-stricken wards of
hospitals, by the lowly couches of the abandoned poor, and the camp-beds
of field-ambulances under the lurid light of the gun-fire. Louise de
Marillac may be said to have prepared herself for her epoch-making work
from her earliest years. Her father, Louis de Marillac, Seigneur de
Ferrifcres, belonged to a family that first became known during the Hundred
Years* War. By the sixteenth century its members were prominent in
the official world of Paris, one, Charles, being Bishop of Vannes, and
another, Guillaume, Comptroller-General of Finance, Michael de Marillac,
a younger brother of Louis, father of our Foundress, was sometime Chan-
cellor of France under Louis XIIL When Louise, who was born I2th
August, 1591, was three years old, she lost her mother, Marguerite (Camus),
and as her father married again, she was sent shortly afterwards to be
brought up at the Dominican Convent of St Denis, at Poissy. The educa-
tion here was the usual learned one of the age, including Latin and Greek,
Homer being read by the young ladies in the original. Later on, Louise
left the convent, and studied at home under her father, who was a scholarly
man of the type of Montaigne, though happily without the easy morality
that mars so much of the sentiments and speculations of that great but
eccentric genius, Louise was still immersed in her reading, when her
father died (1607)* The natural devotion of her childhood^ which had
developed into a deep and earnest piety, combined with a true appreciation
of the passing things of time, now made known her wish to enter the cloister
as a nun among the " Daughters of the Passion/* This Order, also knowo
as " Capuchinesses," was founded in 1538 by the Ven* Maria Longo,
who adopted for the purpose the primitive or strict rule of St Clare* The
ringing of a bell at midnight in some places to remind the wakeful of
praying for the holy souls, is said to have originated with this foundation*
Pfere H* de Champagny, the Confessor of the would-be novice, however,
advised her to choose the married state, and in February, 1613, she became